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Amendmep tg tn the Claims 

This Usting of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings of claims m the 

application. 

T TSTING OF CLAIMS: 

1. (Currently Amended) A method of transmitting digital information over a synchronous 

network, the method comprising: 

processing soiirce information at a first rate to generate digital infomation; 

clocking the digital information without sample rate conversion into the synchronous 
network at a second rate, the second rate different than the first rate; 

receiving the digital information over tiie syiMshronous nctwoilc; 

dfitermining a ratio of tiie fi rst rate and the second rate; 

iHentifving redund».nt .mirce infor mation in t he dig ital information baKed on the ratio; 

and 

sample rate converting only the non-redundant s ource information a fonction of-tha 
fiist rate and the oooond rat e. 

2. (Original) The method of claim I, wherein tiie first rate is a different frequency than the 
second rate. 

3. (Previously Presented) The metiiod of claim 1, wherein processing source information 
comprises: 

counting the first rate to generate a source counter value (CV(m)); and 
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transmitting the source counter value (CV(m)) as part of the digital infonnation. 

4. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, wherein receiving the digital informatio. 
comprises buffering the digital information- 

5. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein clocking the digital information 
comprises innuttine at least two source information words into a network frame for transimttal 
over the synchronous network. 

6. (Piwiously Presented) The method of claim 1, further comprising processmg the source 
information that has been sample rate converted to produce synthesized source information. 

7. . (Previously Presented) The method ofclaiml, further comprising: 

transmitting sample rate converted source information over the synchronous network; 
receiving the sample rate converted sowce information; and 

processing the sample rate converted source infonnation to produce synthesized source 
information. 

8. (Canceled) 

9. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, wherein wherein sample rate converting 
comprises sample rate converting the first rate to the second rate. 

1 0. (Previously Presented) The method of claim I , further comprising: 

processing additional source information in synchronism with the second rate to produce 
additional digital information; 
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clocking the additional digital information into the synchronous network at the second 

rate; 

receiving the additional digital information over the synchronous network; and 
processing the additional digital infotmation absent sample rate conversion to produce 

synthesized source mformation. 

11. (Currently Amended) A method of processing source infotmation for transmission over a 
synchronous network, the method comprising: 

sampling source information at a source sample rate (Fsi); 

clocking the source infonnation that is sampled at the source sample rate (Fsi) into a 
network frame on the synchronous network at a network master clock rate (Fn ), wherein a ratio 
the source sai^fl^- r.f«. fFsH and th. ..twnrk master clock rate (Fd) is than or equal to th e 
niTTiber of sourr^ infarmation w nrH^ within the network frame J iat i o difforcnt ftom the courr rt 
sample rate (Fat) ; 

counting the frequency of the source sample rate (Fsi) during sampling 
producing a source counter value (CV(m)) bojod on the fi t^ u u i L / oount nr l du ring 
s ampling ; and 

clocking the source counter value (CV(m)) into the network finme at the network master 
clock rate (Fn), 

12. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 1 , further comprising; 
transmittmg the network frame over the synchronous network; and 
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s^ple rate converting the source information to the network master clock rate (Fn) as a 
function of the source counter value (CV(m)) and the network master clock rate (Fn). 

13. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 11. wherein docking the source information 
comprisesJaEmeing at least two source information words into the network frame. 

14. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 11, further comprising buffering the source 
information and the source counter value (CV(m)). 

15. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 1, wherein sampling source information 
comprises generating the sample rate with a source clock, the source clock operating at a 
different frequency than the frequency of the network master clock rate (Fn). 

16. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 11, wherein clocking the source information 
comprises clocking redundant source information into the network frame as a function of the 
source sample rate (Fsi) and the network master clock rate (Fn). 

17. -18. (Canceled) 

19. (Currently Amended) A method of processing source information transmitted over a 
synchronous network as digital information, the method comprising: 

Counting the frequency of a network master clock rate (Fn) to produce a network 

counter value (NCV); 

h)-extracting a source counter value (CV(m)) from digital information transmitted over 
the synchronous network, the source comiter value (CV(m) representin^tiveof the sample rate 
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of the source information wbrrHn th. dipit.l information cnmy r^"'"' - V^^-^^^^ ^^^'^ 
infnrmation w^i^rds disoosP '^ » network frame; and 

e)-sample rate converting the source information as a function of the network counter 
value (NCV) and the source counter value (CV(m)) , Hrrnn n rntio of th. rx^mrV counter value 
fKr^J^ and the s-^rr..-- ^^^nter valu ^ frVfm->^ is less th«n or equal to ihp timber of sourc e 
information words within the network fram e. 

20. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 19, further comprising [[4)]] processing the 
source information that has been sample rate converted to generate synthesized source 
information. 

21 . (Currently Amended) The method of claim 19, further comprising: 

^ transmitting the sample rate converted source information over the synchronous 
network to a processing module; and 

e) generating synthesized source information with the processing module. 

22. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 19, wherein^flmplr rate converting the source 
information comprises selectively ignoring a portion of the source information ^^^JgnJIlS 
ratioac a fu nction of the source counter value (CV(m)) and the network counter value (NCV)js 
less than the n.imher of sou n^ft infiarmation words within the network fraras. 

23. (Currently Amejjded) The method of claim 19. wherein sample rate convening the sourc .. e 
information e) comprises sample rate converting the source information to the network master 
clock rate CFn). 



Page 6 of 13 

PA(X8I15*RCVDAT2I1012006 3:18:52 PM [Eastern Standard Tiine]'SVR:USPT(^ 



02/10/2006 15:13 3176346701 



BRINKS 



PAGE 09/15 



Filedi December 30, 2004 

Serial No. 09/909,229 oons 
Response to Office Action Mailed November 16, 2005 

24. (Canceled) 

25. (Currently Amended) A system for transmitting digital infonnation at various sample 
rates over a synchronous network, tlie system comprising: 

a source node operable to generate digital information, the digital information comprising 

source information sampled at a first rate; and 

a synchronous network coupled with the source node, the synchronous network operable 
at a second rate different than the first rate, the digital information docked into the synchronous 
network at the second rate absent sample rate conversion 

,.,V...„ .V,. H4 f.;t.l information is clocked in to the ..mrhronmis network in a.phiralitLof 
^,,,1. fr .... ».r .K. r^^nrV fraxnes com nrinnr nt Vn^t 1..rn sonrr. information w ordsi 

and 

. ^^ir. nf rh. fiT.t late th. .econd rate i. l.^ss than or equal toji^tuinteof 
source information words ir> each of the network frames.. 

26. (Original) The system of claim 25. further comprising a sink node coupled with the 
synchronous network, the sink node operable to process digital information received over the 
synchronous network to generate synthesized source information. 

27. (Original) The system of claim 26, wherein the sink node comprises an output stage 
coupled with a processing module, the output stage operable to sample rate convert the source 
infomiation from the first sample rate to the second sample rate and the processing module 
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operable to process the sample rate converted source information and generate synthesized 
source infortnatioTi. 

28. (Original) The system of claim 25, further comprising an output stage coupled with the 
synchronous network, the output stage operable to sample rate convert the source information 
received over the synchronous network to the second rate and input sample rate converted source 
information into the synchronous network. 

29. (Original) The system of claim 28, further comprising a sink node coupled with the 
synchronous network, the sink node operable to receive the sample rate converted source 
information over the synchronous network and generate synthesized source infonnation. 

30. (Original) The system of claim 25, wherein the source node comprises a soiurce and an 
input stage, the source operable to provide source information and the input stage operable to 
generate the digital information as a fimction of the source information. 

31. (Canceled) 

32. (Original) The system of claim 25, wherein the first rate is a source sample rate (Fsi) 
generated by a source clock. 

33. (Original) The system of claim 25, wherein the second rate is a network master clock rate 
(Fn) generated by a network master clock. 
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34. (Currently Amended) Tl^c system of claim 25, wherein the digital informatioa further 
comprises a source counter value (CV(m)), the source counter value (CV(m)) representative of 
the first rate and included p^rh nf the network frames. 

35. (Original) Hie system of claim 25, wherein the digital information is also clocked into 
the synchronous network at the second rate following sample rate conversion to the second rate. 
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